A strange letter on a current topic

‘God Almighty has set before me two great objects,
the suppression of the Slave Trade and the

Reformation of Manners’
— William Wilberforce’s diary, Sunday, 28 October 1787

« Trans-Atlantic and Roman slavery
 Where Is the apostle? (verses 1 and 8-9)



Philemon — a brother to Paul
(Verses 1-7)




 Who is Onesimus?

— A run-away slave? (verse 16)

— A thief? (verse 18)

— Brought to faith by Paul (verse 10)
 Who will Onesimus be?

— A punished slave?
— A beloved brother? (verse 16)
— Free? (verse 16)



* |t is a gospel decision
— The gospel means we are brothers (verse 16)
— The gospel means we are equal partners (verse 17)
— The gospel means we bear another’s debt (verses 18-19)
— The gospel means we refresh hearts (verse 20)
— For love’s sake (verses 9 and 5)

 The gospel changes society...
e ...by changing us



