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Jesus’ authority

Matthew chapter 8, verses 1 to 18

Jesus’ authority is God’s authority 

• Jesus’ authority (7:28-29; 8:1-3,13b,14-16)
• Jesus’ authority is inherent in him (v1-3)
• Jesus’ authority fulfils the law (v3-4; 5:17)

– Jesus submits to God’s law (v4)

– Jesus transcends God’s law (v3)

• Jesus’ authority is straight from God (v5-9)
– The centurion knew about authority (v9-10)

– The centurion was right about authority (v13)

Acknowledging Jesus’ authority

• A kingdom of faith, not of national identity
– Faithful Gentiles in God’s kingdom (v11)

• Humble faith (v5-10)

– Faithless Jews out of God’s kingdom (v12)
• Self-reliant scepticism (v4)

• A kingdom open to anyone
• Lepers
• Servants… of Gentile enemy soldiers
• Mothers-in-law!

– But what’s so special about Jesus’ kingdom?
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Jesus’ authority to save from sin

• Authority over sickness isn’t enough
– sin � fallen world � sickness
– Healing wasn’t Jesus’ priority (v18)

• Authority over sickness was just a sign
– Look to the cross (v17; Isaiah 53:4-6, p742)

• Healings pointed to removal of sin
• Exorcisms pointed to Satan’s defeat

• Authority over sin is what is required
– Jesus ‘saves his people from their sins’ (1:21)
– The kingdom of those saved from sin

Discussion

• What strikes you as most remarkable about 
Jesus’ authority? 
How do you feel about acknowledging him 
as your King? 
Do you live as a subject of his kingdom?

• Have you ever asked for God to heal 
someone? 
How has this passage changed the way 
you might pray for healing in the future?


