» The Pharisee wants to be righteous (v20, Psalm
140:13)

» BUT... the Pharisee thinks he IS righteous
(v21,27,33,38,43)

» The Pharisee is wrong (v20,22,28,34,39,44)

 In fact the Pharisee is deluded...

» He does not realise the full impact of the law
(Matthew 22:36-40, Romans 3:20)

* It's not about little rules but about loving God and
loving others... (v38-42)

» He thinks sin is a lighter thing than it is...

-...He thinks it's serious - but wouldn’t pull out
his eye (v27-30).

» Butsin is denying the truth about God...

» He sees sin as breaking rules... rather than
seeing sin as relational (v33-37).

* Our sin reveals how we think of God... as does
our attitude to it.(v43-47)

» Wethink ourselves righteous... just like the
Pharisee... (Jeremiah 17:9)




Look again at Jesus’ standards (v21-25)

-They are very high! It's not about rules but
our hearts...

So high that “You must be perfect...” (v48)

How can we ever be perfect? How can we
change our hearts?

By being poor in spirit (Matt 5:3, Ezekiel 36:26-27)

Sois that it? No! We've got to want to live like
this (v45)

Well how do we live out these things/in this way?
What would that look like?

Breathing Easy...

| want to live like superman & be super
strong

But ten more minutes in bed
seems to knock that idea out of my head

| want to live like superman & be super
strong

But saying one thing & doing something
instead

seems to knock that idea out of my head
To the ground

CCL 911648




| want to live, not drown

But | go alone

Doing everything in my own strength
Trying hard to live like I'm in control
It ends in toil and tears
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And all | see are the rules | set myself
I'm out of breath after two shaky steps
When all | want to see is you
And all | want to do is run this race
And I've just got to fall in love
But | fall on the floor before not too long
How did superman stay so super
strong?

And I'm flat on my back wrestling with
my mind
When | look up and find
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by the grace of God

There is life and love and a smile on my
face again because of the smile shown
to me

By the grace of God... | breathe easy

Breathe Easy © 2004 Dan Lyth CccLo11648




Sois that it? No! We've got to want to live like
this (v45)

Well how do we live out these things/in this way?
What would that look like?

Breathing Easy... (Nehemiah 8:10)

How do you typically think of the gospel (be
honest)? Why?

How do you typically tend to think you are
righteous? Where are you tempted to trust
yourself rather than God?

How can we spend more time dwelling on the fact
that the poor in spirit will enter heaven? How can
we practically remind each other of this?

How can we help each other to live lives that
strive for these standards that Jesus sets?




