* Finding yourself?
— More like losing yourself v.39

— Jesus outlines what to expect from life ...

* Not a peaceful, quiet life v. 34
— "l have not come to bring peace, but a sword."

e Taking up your cross like Jesus v. 38

« And we take our cue from Jesus ...
— Leaving everything behind
— Enduring unjust suffering
— Facing brutal death

« Not happy families v. 35-36
— Jesus divides even the closest relationships
— The acceptable idolatry of family

¢ Loving Jesus more _than our closest friends
and family v. 37
— Love our families, honour our parents
— Love Jesus even more

* So why would anyone choose this?




* Those who receive the gospel, receive Christ
v. 40a

¢ Those who receive Christ, receive God the
Father v. 40b

— A wonderful privilege
— A dangerous opportunity

* Those who receive the gospel, receive Christ

— "Whoever receives you (disciples with gospel), receives me
(Christ)" v. 40

¢ Those who receive Christ, receive Christ v. 41

— "The one who receives a prophet (disciples with gospel) will
receive a prophet's reward (Christ)."

— "The one who receives a righteous man (disciples with gospel) will
receive a righteous man's reward (Christ)."

* What greater reward than Christ?

— cf. Matt 13:44-46 ... A great, great treasure
— Many will be rewarded

» Those who receive disciples v.42
— Loving and serving one another
—"Even a cup of cold water"

* A new family in Christ?
— United in love and service for Christ
— United in love and service to one another




