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Genesis 16:1-16

• Abram & Sarai are waiting on the promises 16:1 
– But not very patiently, it seems …

• A catalogue of errors
– “The Lord has prevented me from bearing children” (v. 2a)

• But God is the God of the promises – why would he be  working 
against them?

– “Go in to my servant; it may be that I shall obtain children by 
her." (v.2b) 

• Does God need help fulfilling the promises he has m ade?

– Abram does an Adam (v.2c)  
• “And Abram listened to the voice of Sarai.”

– Sarai does an Eve (v.3)
• “Sarai, Abram’s wife, took Hagar the Egyptian, her s ervant, and 

gave her to Abram her husband as a wife.”

The family of faith & promise in crisis 

The family of faith & promise in crisis

• Abram goes ahead (v.4a) 
– “And he went in to Hagar, and she conceived.”

• Relations break down (v.4b) 
– "May the wrong done to me be on you!”

• Abram & Sarai deny responsibility (v.5-6a)  
– “May the LORD judge between you and me!", "Behold, y our 

servant is in your power; do to her as you please.”

• Hagar is cast out (v.6b)
– “Then Sarai dealt harshly with her, and she fled from  her.”

• Abram and Sarai are not obediently trusting in God …
(v.2)  
– And yet God is still bringing his promises about (c f 12:3)
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A family of other nations comes to 
faith in the promise 

• The Lord seeks out Hagar (v.7-14)
– She is called back to join God’s chosen people (v.9 ) 

• “Return to your mistress and submit to her.”
– She is promised blessing like Abram (v.10-11) 

• “I will surely multiply your offspring so that they  cannot be numbered 
for multitude.”

– Hagar comes to true faith in God (v.13)
• “You are a God of seeing.  Truly here I have seen h im who looks after 

me.”

• Has God given up on Abram?  
– No, God’s promises to Abram still stand (v.12, 15-1 6)  

• Ishmael is the son of Abram, but not Sarah  
– Ishmael is not the promised offspring (17:15-21)

– But we have to wait 13 years to see what happens ne xt (17:1)

A great family of faith is still 
promised 

• Waiting for the promises …

• Tired of waiting?

• The promise is fulfilled

Discussion

• Your friend asks you “So, why do you trust 
in God?” Has Genesis 12-16 changed the 
way you’d answer this question?
– If so, how?

• When are we tempted not to trust God? 
– In what ways do we act like Abram & Sarai?
– How do we support one another to be people 

of faith?


