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God’s earthly family:
Leading by serving

• The household of God (v15)

–Managed like a family (3:4-5,12)

–Male headship like a family (2:12)

• Overseers (‘bishops’) (v1ff)

–Elders (‘presbyters’/‘priests’) (5:17)

–Pastors/shepherds (cf. Acts 20:28)

• Deacons/servants (v8, Acts 6:1-7)

–Female deacons? (v11; Romans 16:1)

God’s earthly dwelling:
Leading by example

• The assembly of the living God (v15)

–Living with the living God (Deut 5:22-27)

• Above reproach (v2a,10; Titus 1:7)

–Self-discipline (v2-3,8,11)

–Domestic discipline (v2,4-5,12; Titus 1:6)

–Relational discipline (v2,3)

–Public discipline (v7) 



1 Timothy 3 (part 2)
Biblical church leadership

2

God’s earthly billboard:
Leading by teaching

• The pillar and buttress of truth (v15)

• Believers in the gospel (v9; Titus 1:9)

–Veterans of God’s grace (v6)

• Teachers of the gospel (v2)

–A great honour (5:17)

–Corrective teachers (1:18 cf. Titus 1:9)

– ‘Pastor-teachers’ (Ephesians 4:11)

• Proclaiming the Great Shepherd

Discussion

• How can we help and encourage the 
leaders of our own church to measure 
up to the standards required here?

• How does The Plant’s leadership 
structure compare with the one in 
Timothy’s church? Are there things we 
should change?


