Giving like God – what Christians should do with their money

1 Chronicles 29

What people should do with their money, and how giving to the church ties in with this is an important and difficult subject. It’s a depressingly common criticism of churches that we’re “always after people’s money”. Whenever Christian organisations – like Real Christmas, for example – do research into ordinary people’s attitudes to church, this is invariably one of the main comments they hear. 

Well, if you’re not a Christian reading this, then please understand: We are not after your money! Almost all of what I’m this paper says is not directed at you! (Do please read on though, because we think you might find that the Bible’s teaching on this subject will make you regard money in a whole new light.)

So there’s our first rider: If you’re not a Christian then relax! We’re not after your money – we’re not asking you to give – in fact, we may even be asking you not to give (but we’ll get to that later). Now back to those who are Christians. We need to make a few more brief riders: You see it’s very difficult to write on the subject of giving for two good reasons:

First, I don’t know, and I don’t want to know, how much you earn or how much any of you already give. 

And second, I do know that within The Plant there will be people in all sorts of different situations and levels of understanding: Some of us may not even have realised that giving our money to Christian causes is part of being a faithful, godly Christian. Out of those of us who did know that some of us may already be giving just the right amount anyway; some of us may well not be giving as much as we ought to be giving; and some of us may even be giving more than we ought to be giving!

But the problem is, if we don’t talk about giving, we won’t know about giving! If we don’t look at God’s word and see what the Bible has to say about it, we won’t know which of those categories we fit into! And because the issue of giving is, and indeed must be, a private issue, each one of us needs to sit and listen and think and plan and (where appropriate) discuss it within our family. I hope this article will be a good way to help you do that.

1 Chronicles 29:1-5

‘You’re always after my money’
But that’s more than enough preamble! Let’s get our Bibles out and turn to 1 Chronicles 29. Firstly we’ll just be covering the context and v1-5. And the first simple point from tonight’s passage is this: Gospel work costs money. 1 Chronicles 28-29 is all about the funding of the construction of the Temple in Jerusalem. Although it was King Solomon who built the Temple, the Chronicler tells us that, under God, it was King David’s brain-child. 

David made the plans for the Temple, but in 1 Chronicles 28:9-10 he explains to his son Solomon that it is to be part of his obedient service of the Lord to put those plans into action. The plans and inventory are outlined in 1 Chronicles 28:11-18. As you read them you realise that one thing must have been particularly obvious to Solomon: this was going to expensive! This Temple was a big budget operation! But this was the Lord’s plan.
Read 1 Chronicles 28:14-19. Gold, silver, bronze, iron, wood, stone, marble, precious stones – not to mention all those architects and engineers and metalworkers and carpenters and stonemasons and builders – the Temple was going to cost a lot of money. And God was well aware that it would.
Now the Temple in Jerusalem was something specific to the Old Testament – …to the Old Covenant way of relating to the Lord. Now that Jesus has come, things have changed: When Jesus was crucified, the Jerusalem Temple became obsolete. That’s why, at the very moment when Jesus died on the cross, the curtain in the Temple was miraculously ripped in two from top to bottom – that’s why the Romans destroyed the Temple in AD70 – that’s why it’s never been rebuilt – and that’s why, with a massive Mosque on the site of the Temple, it doesn’t look like it ever will be rebuilt. Why did God allow his Temple to be destroyed? Because, now that Jesus has come and died for us, God has no use for it any more!

In fact, God doesn’t have any use for physical buildings any more at all. Old Testament religion was about ceremonies and sacrifices and buildings. New Testament religion is about people and relationships and everyday life. It’s important that we see this difference, because otherwise we might think that the only relevance of 1 Chronicles 29 for us is raising money for church buildings, and as The Plant does not have a building, we might think we do not need money!
At that particular, specific, unique moment in the history of God’s people, ‘doing God’s work’ meant ‘building a Temple’. That was ‘gospel ministry’ at that point in history, because that was what God had commanded his people to do. But what constitutes ‘gospel ministry’ now? What has God commanded us to do? Well, God’s work for the church is spelled out most simply and famously by Jesus Matthew 28:19-20: ‘go and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you’.

Gospel ministry is word ministry: Making baptised disciples – new Christians – by telling people the word of the gospel …and teaching them to obey Jesus’ words. God’s command to his church today is to proclaim and to teach the gospel. But, like building a Temple, gospel ministry today costs money: It costs money to reach out with the gospel to the people around us. It costs money (for resources and stationary and stuff) to teach the church the Bible and train members of The Plant to serve God. It costs money to employ staff, to hire rooms, to buy PA and Bible, to cook food. 

Gospel ministry is, and always has been, something that costs money. But where does that money come from? How is it provided? The second thing to note from this passage is that voluntary giving by Christians is God’s way of providing for gospel work. That’s how King David is funding this Temple Look at 1 Chronicles 29:2-3. The King himself is providing not only his official resources, but also his personal resources. And, as we’ll see, he exhorts the rest of Israel to join him in giving their own money towards the building of the Temple – look at verse 5:

‘1And David the king said to all the assembly, "Solomon my son, whom alone God has chosen, is young and inexperienced, and the work is great, for the palace will not be for man but for the LORD God. 2So I have provided for the house of my God, so far as I was able, the gold for the things of gold, the silver for the things of silver, and the bronze for the things of bronze, the iron for the things of iron, and wood for the things of wood, besides great quantities of onyx and stones for setting, antimony, coloured stones, all sorts of precious stones and marble. 3Moreover, in addition to all that I have provided for the holy house, I have a treasure of my own of gold and silver, and because of my devotion to the house of my God I give it to the house of my God: 43,000 talents of gold, of the gold of Ophir, and 7,000 talents of refined silver, for overlaying the walls of the house, 5and for all the work to be done by craftsmen, gold for the things of gold and silver for the things of silver. Who then will offer willingly, consecrating himself today to the LORD?"’
Christians voluntarily giving of their own wealth is the way that gospel ministry is funded in the New Testament too.

Now it has to be said that, as a rule, simply asking people to give money is not the most effective way of raising funds! Just look at how secular charities today try to raise money: They have charity shops, sponsored walks, prize-draws, sponsored bike rides, lotteries, sponsored parachute jumps, charity balls. Charity workers spend much of their time trying to come up with new and exciting fundraising ideas. Why? Because they know very well that it’s extremely difficult to get our money off us without offering us something – or even the chance of something – in return. That’s not to say the secular charities don’t ever try and appeal to our good nature, of course they do – …although they know that for this approach to work the heart strings really need to be tugged hard…and in the end they often have to resort to emotional blackmail to squeeze the money out of us! You see the bottom line is, we don’t want to give our money away, do we?!

Let me say that I don’t think there’s anything wrong with trying to raise money in these ways per se (assuming  it’s done honestly and responsibly)…nothing wrong with raising money this way for anything other than gospel work, that is!

So why on earth did God choose the least efficient way of fundraising as his way to finance his gospel work?! Well, keep reading and you’ll find out! Voluntary giving by Christians is God’s way of providing for gospel work. That means that the sorts of ‘fundraising’ activities that secular charities (and many other churches!) use are inappropriate.  Voluntary giving by Christians is God’s way of providing for gospel work. That is why we do not pass a plate around or ask for donations in our Plant meetings. Passing a plate around causes all sorts of problems: I think it makes giving rather too public, which can make some feel awkward and others feel proud; it also makes it look like the collection is the only way to give, when it’s actually much better to give by tax efficient standing order. But the biggest problem with passing a plate round is it reinforces that old criticism: “You’re always after my money!”

God wants people to give, not under compulsion, but voluntarily, willingly, cheerfully even! (but we’ll come to that later!) Voluntary giving by Christians is God’s way of providing for gospel work. So voluntary giving must therefore be a fundamental part of following Jesus. That is, if we are committed to Jesus, if we are committed to serving him and to his gospel work then we must be showing that commitment with our bank accounts. We’ll be dealing with the subject properly below.

To conclude then, what about the charge, “You’re always after my money!”? We should NOT “always after non-Christians’ money”… …and, importantly, not to be seen to be “after their money”. Let’s not give anyone the impression that God’s love is something they need to pay for!But, as Christians, let’s not forget that gospel work costs money! And as a church let’s stick to the principle that God’s chosen method of providing for gospel work is by our giving. That means we need to be giving and that raises a big question: “How much?”.
1 Chronicles 29:6-9
‘How much?’
God asks his people to give their money voluntarily to fund his work on earth…but just how much of our money are we required to part with? This is what we all want to know, isn’t it? This is where the rubber hits the road! How much money should we give?

How much should God’s people give? 1 Chronicles 29 says God’s people should give generously and Willingly.
We read about these very exciting (and very expensive!) plans to build the Temple in Jerusalem. And we saw that King David was insisting that God’s House be paid for by the gifts of God’s people. And so David leads the way with his enormous generosity in verses 2-5. And, having given of his own resources, he challenged the people. And the leaders of the people take up the challenge! Look at verse 6: ‘Then the leaders of fathers' houses made their freewill offerings, as did also the leaders of the tribes, the commanders of thousands and of hundreds, and the officers over the king's work’.
The king’s generosity inspired the leaders of the people to give generously too. King David didn’t say, look, I’ve given 20% of my wealth, now you give 20% of yours. He didn’t give them any guidelines or figures at all.

He just said, ‘Who then will offer willingly, consecrating himself today to the LORD?’. The precise financial implications of consecrating yourself to the Lord were left to the people’s discretion. King David was their model and inspiration to give willingly and generously. And the result? Look at verse 9: ‘Then the people rejoiced because they had given willingly, for with a whole heart they had offered freely to the LORD. David the king also rejoiced greatly’.
So who is our model and inspiration in giving? Well, we too have a King who has given generously to the work of the Lord: King Jesus. King Jesus, in fact, gave up everything for the sake of the gospel. David parted with a bit of gold and silver; Jesus left behind the glories of heaven to live and die in poverty and squalor on earth. King Jesus ‘who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death – even death on a cross!’ (Philippians 2:6-8)
Jesus gave his all – even his very life. He is our model of giving. He is our inspiration in giving. But I still haven’t answered the dreaded question, have? “How much should I give? “‘Generously and Willingly’ is no answer!  “Come on, we need figures!” 

Believe it or not, that is God’s only answer to the “How much?” question: Give generously and willingly. Again, it seems that God doesn’t have very much financial sense! Last week, we saw how he insists on voluntary giving, even though it’s the least effective method of fundraising this week he’s insisting on leaving it up to us how much money we give! God’s way seems daft!

Yet the Bible does give us a few guidelines: In 1 Corinthians 16:1-4 Paul is writing about a collection he was making for the church in Jerusalem and he instructs the Corinthians on their giving to this fund:
‘Now concerning the collection for the saints: as I directed the churches of Galatia, so you also are to so. On the first day of every week, each of you is to put something aside and store it up, as he may prosper, so that there will be no collecting when I come, and when I arrive, I will send those whom you accredit by letter to carry your gift to Jerusalem. If it seems advisable that I should go also, they will accompany me.’
Now it’s important to realise that this was Paul’s specific instruction in a specific case so there’s no need to take the details as prescriptive for us. Nevertheless, three principles are clear: First, Christians should give regularly – “on the first day of the week”. This is an important principle: Do you give regularly? Is your giving planned? For many people monthly works better than weekly. In our world, there are all sorts of ways to help us give regularly: I love Direct Debits and Standing Orders – they really do make regular giving much easier!
Second, giving is something that all Christians are required to do. The observant among you will have noticed in 1 Chronicles 29 that it is only the leaders of the people whom King David challenged and inspired to give. But Paul insists in v2 that “each of you is to put something aside”. It doesn’t matter how rich or how poor or how old or how young you are – all Christians ought to be helping to support the work of the gospel.

And third, says Paul, Christians should give “in keeping with their income” Is Paul’s talking about tithing? Well, no, but let’s just stop and think about tithing.
“Tithing” is the practice of giving 10% of your income to Christian causes. That’s where the word “tithe” comes from – it’s just a religious way of saying “tenth” or “10%”. Tithing comes up in the Old Testament and is still common practice among some Christians. However, although tithing is, in one sense, ‘Biblical’, it doesn’t necessarily follow that it’s Christian! Let’s have a look at the pros and cons of tithing – of giving a set 10% of your income.

On the plus side, here are two things in tithing’s favour: First of all, it’s ancient – it has historical precedent – it is an ancient tradition in the Christian church. Having said that, there’s no evidence of tithing until the days of Constantine – about 300 years after Jesus and the apostles were around! So tithing is ancient (but not that ancient!).

And the second good thing about tithing is that it’s easy. Tithing is straightforward, systematic and disciplined. You know what you’re doing – you receive £100, you give £10; you receive £650, you give £65 –l even those who can’t do maths can do tithing! Tithing is easy, but perhaps it’s too easy? You see, the very convenience of a system like this raises problems. Let me suggest three bad things about the practice of tithing:

First, tithing engenders legalism and pride. You know what we sinful human beings are like, as soon as we’re given a rule, our instinct is, if not to break it, to obey it in the meanest possible way. That’s human nature! So when it’s suggested that we give 10%, we give 10%, close our cheque books and feel rather pleased with ourselves. And it’s very interesting to see that whenever tithing is mentioned in the New Testament (which isn’t very often), it is almost always referred to negatively, and associated with legalism. Problem number one: tithing engenders legalism and pride.

Second, tithing is unjust. Even our secular tax system acknowledges that “in proportion to” is more complex than the same percentage from everyone! So people with very low incomes don’t have to pay tax at all; and people with very high incomes have to pay a higher percentage than the rest of us. That’s what our democratic system has come up with as a fair way of taxing a population. But taking the same percentage of everyone’s income is not a fair and just way. Take a person with an income of £1,000,000 per annum: Take 10% off him – he’s now living off £900 000 a year. Do you really think he’d even notice?! Now take someone with an income of £5,000 a year: Take a tenth of his income and he’s down to only £4,500. Tithing may be mathematically proportional, but in practice, it is not good news for the poor! Tithing is unjust.

Third and most seriously, tithing isn’t Christian. Sure, tithing is Biblical – in the sense that the Old Testament records God telling his people to do it – but it doesn’t necessarily follow that tithing is Christian. After all, the Old Testament also records God telling his people to wear tassels on their clothes, and to grow their beards.
We understand, as Christians, that when Jesus came, he superseded – he fulfilled – the Old Testament law. God’s people ‘BC’ and God’s people ‘AD’ live in a very different worlds – both theologically and socially. We are not, like ancient Israel, a nation state which knew no distinction between what we might call ‘the sacred and the secular’! And tithing was a part of that system – it was actually a tax levied for the running of the very Temple that was being planned in 1 Chronicles 29.
Incidentally, the Israelite tithe was nothing like as straightforward as the traditional Christian version. For a start, Deuteronomy 14 said that a tithe of your produce was to be eaten by you in the Temple! So tithing wasn’t just a simple thing of giving 10% away! Also, there were in fact a number of tithes given at different intervals – annually, every three years and of course every fifty years there was a Jubilee year which makes the maths even more complicated! Someone cleverer than me has sat down and worked out that, all told, an Israelite’s so-called ‘tithe’ averaged out at 23.3%! 23.3%. That’s over double the Christian tithe! And, I might add, that was just the Israelite’s basic level of giving. Voluntary giving out of thankfulness to God was encouraged on top of that!

It all makes the 10% figure look a bit tight-fisted, doesn’t it? Given the fact that God’s blessings in Jesus are so much greater than those received by ancient Israel, is it any wonder that the New Testament doesn’t teach tithing? If Jesus and the apostles had intended Christians to give a prescribed 10%, then surely Paul at least, would have commanded it? Paul, the Pharisee of Pharisees, who would have been brought up to tithe his grass cuttings – surely he would at least have mentioned tithing!

He wrote a good deal about money and giving (as we’ve already seen), and he was a great one for using the Old Testament in his arguments. Yet when he wants an Old Testament reference to encourage Christians to give, he refers not to the tithing laws, but to Deuteronomy 25:4: ‘Do not muzzle an ox while it is treading out the grain’.
In all it’s exhortations to give, the New Testament never says how much. God’s word to Christians does not get any more prescriptive than that phrase in 1 Corinthians 16:2 – “as he may prosper”, which means in keeping with what money comes in, his income. God says it’s up to us how much we give.

It’s up to us how much we give and, incidentally to whom we give it. Nowadays, there are all sorts of excellent Christian causes to support as well as our local church. There are missionary organisations; there are organisations helping suffering Christians abroad; not to mention our needy brothers and sister in Christ nearer to home.
So what proportion should we give to our local church and what proportion should we give to these other gospel causes?  I can’t tell you! The Bible makes no such pronouncement, so neither shall I. However, I would refer you to 1 Corinthians 9:9 – that’s where Paul quotes that law about muzzling oxen. The point he’s making there is that it is entirely appropriate for gospel ministers to be paid properly. I do think, therefore, that our own church ought to be at the top of our list of gospel causes.

And yet the fact remains: It’s up to us how much we give and to whom. Don’t tithe, give generously! For some that might mean 10%, for others that might mean 25%, and for others that might mean 5%! God wants us to give generously and he wants us to give joyfully (more on that below). It’s up to us how much we give.

But we don’t like that, do we? A figure would make life so much easier, be it 10% or even 23.3%! …Oh, okay then, if you really want a figure, I’ll give you one: 100%. If you want to insist on a figure for how much you should give, the only figure you’ll get from the New Testament is this one: 100% Didn’t we see that King Jesus was our example of giving? And didn’t we see that he gave everything for the sake of the gospel – even his life? The truly Christian ‘tithe’ is 100%.

It seems daft. But I don’t think the issue is really about giving money, it’s about using money. And God does want us to use 100% of our money to his glory. (Which will, I think, inevitably, involve giving some of it away!)

“But all the same, it’s my money – I’ve earned it! Why should I use all my money to God’s glory?!” Well, good question…
1 Chronicles 29:10-19

‘It’s my money – I’ve earned it!’
For a lot of people, financial things are confusing and difficult and intimidating and frankly a bit scary! But it seems that God might fall into this category! We’ve been thinking about the subject of giving and it seems that God really doesn’t have a clue when it comes to matters financial! We have seen how God’s work costs money which is no great surprise – everything costs money nowadays! But how does God choose to raise the necessary funds for his work? How does God want his people to finance gospel ministry? Voluntary giving. God’s way to fund God’s work is by God’s people’s gifts.

How daft is that?! God insists on his people using the single most ineffective way of raising money! A method that no serious charity worker would ever dream of relying upon as their sole fundraising activity! But no, God insists that Christians must give voluntarily, and that all those wealthy non-Christians out there should not be seen as a source of funds for gospel ministry! It doesn’t make much financial sense, does it?

And then we looked at God’s answer to the “How much?” question? And what did this financial genius say? “Give generously, but how much is up to you!” Oh, that’s a great plan God – yea like that’ll work, won’t it! Imagine if the tax man said that – “Give as much as you like!” God seems a little financially naïve to say the least, doesn’t he?

If you really push him, though, God will give you a figure – a percentage of your income that you should devote to him – 100%. Seems ridiculous, but that’s the only figure you’ll get from the New Testament. That was calculated on the basis that that’s what was given by King Jesus, our great example in giving.

So here is the great plan of our divine financial genius: 1. God wants us Christians simply to give our money voluntarily to fund his work. 2. God won’t tell us how much he wants us to give. And 3. God wants us to use all our money to his glory.

Well, that begs an obvious question, doesn’t it? “Why should I use my money to God’s glory? It’s my money – I’ve earned it! Why should I give any of it away?  Let alone use all of it for God’s benefit? What’s in it for me? I’ve worked blooming hard for this money – I deserve to benefit from it! It’s my money – I’ve earned it!”

Perhaps you wouldn’t put it quite that way yourself. But this attitude’s pretty insidious. When you think about the church, do you ever think, “Am I really getting my money’s worth? Do I really want to give so much of my hard-earned cash to the church? I mean, what do I get out of it? What benefit am I seeing? Am I really getting a good return on my investment? After all it’s my money – I’ve earned it!”

Well now we come to 1 Chronicles 2910-19. And we will find in these verse a key principle which challenges this attitude of ours to its core: That principle is the principle of ‘Stewardship’. When we say “It’s my money – I’ve earned it!” the Bible has two things to say to us in return: 

It’s not your money! (verses 10-14)
Isn’t that weird? Doesn’t David do a strange thing in v10? His people have all just given vast amounts of their personal wealth to the funding of the new Temple but does he thank them? Does he praise them for their generosity? No. He thanks God! He praises God! He’s thanked the wrong person! Or has he? Look at verses 12-13:
‘Both riches and honour come from you, and you rule over all. In your hand are power and might, and in your hand it is to make great and to give strength to all. And now we thank you, our God, and praise your glorious name.’
David’s quite right to thank and praise God of course, isn’t he? He does it because he understand this principle of Stewardship: That is, that everything you or I or anyone else owns actually belongs to the almighty, sovereign God. All that the people had given towards the building of the Temple wasn’t theirs anyway – it was God’s! And when someone sends you a cheque, you don’t thank the postman, do you?!

David understood the principle behind Bible passages such as Psalm 50 which tells us God doesn’t rely on human beings because everything belongs to him anyway. The world is mine, and everything in it, says God. God the financial wizard has done it again, hasn’t he? Not only does he insist on his work being funded by the least efficient method available; not only does he leave it up to us how much we should give but look at this – he gives all his worldly wealth away!  And worse still, he gives it to sinful human beings who, by nature, hate him. And (surprise, surprise) we spend vast quantities of God’s money on things that oppose God!

But that is what God does – he gives human beings his funds to do with as we will. Hence this word ‘Stewardship’: We are ‘stewards’ of God’s money (and, for that matter, everything else he’s given us), we’re looking after it for him. There is, therefore, a fundamental problem with our instinctive attitude: “It’s my money – I’ve earned it!” It’s not our money! 1 Chronicles 29:14 says: ‘But who am I, and what is my people, that we should be able thus to offer willingly? For all things come from you, and of your own have we given you.’
To claim our money as our own is like our bank manager claiming the funds in our bank accounts. We expect him to do stuff with it, invest it and make it grow, but it remains ours. And so let’s look at the second thing the Bible tells us about ‘our’ money
You didn’t earn it! (verses 15-19)
“It’s my money – I’ve earned it!” It’s not our money! And, actually, we haven’t earned it That is, we haven’t earned it in the sense that we haven’t earned it from God. Look at verse 15 and 16:

‘For we are strangers before you and sojourners, as all our fathers were. Our days on the earth are like a shadow, and there is no abiding. O LORD our God, all this abundance that we have provided for building you a house for your holy name comes from your hand and is all your own’
To earn something, we need to do something which puts another person in our debt – we have to do some thing to deserve their blessing. But we don’t deserve any blessings from God. We deserve nothing from God but his judgment. The only wages we deserve from God is death, the wages of our sin (Romans 6:23).

We are without assets before God. We have nothing to offer him. We have no way of putting him in our debt. That’s why David says what he does in v15. God owes us nothing. We are like aliens and strangers before him. Before God, we are helpless; without his mercy we are cut off and hopeless. He owes us nothing. So if we give our money to gospel work, we’re not somehow repaying God with what is ours, but with what was his in the first place! 
“It’s my money – I’ve earned it!” couldn’t be further from the truth! It’s not our money and we haven’t earned it, not from God – we only have it by his grace

“But hang on a minute I did the work and I received the wage. I can show you my pay-packet to prove it! If I didn’t do the work, I wouldn’t be paid! And didn’t the Apostle Paul say, ‘If a man will not work he shall not eat’ in 2 Thessalonians 3:10?

Yes he did. And in Luke 10:7 Jesus said of gospel ministers (and presumably others) that “the worker deserves his wages” But these passages are talking about a different situation: They’re both talking about people paying other people. Human beings can put one another in their debt; a credit system can function among equals. Employees do deserve to be paid by their employers, but don’t forget that the employers only have the money to pay them by God’s gracious provision in the first place!

The point is that, because everything belongs to God, we only have anything, ultimately, by his gracious provision. Who gave you your job? God did. Who gave you the skills to do you job? God did. Who gave your employer the wages to pay you? God did. Millions of people work very hard yet don’t get paid what we think we ought to be paid.  We’re no more deserving of being paid than them, are we? We receive our wages or pension, or state benefits or gifts of money – by God’s grace.

Humanly speaking, it is Christian to demand that people pay each other justly for jobs done but when we look at the big picture, we have no claim over God for wages: We owe God, he doesn’t owe us.  Unlike other sinful, hopeless human beings, we cannot possibly put God in our debt! A human cannot make God his debtor. God already gives us so much, we can never do enough to get out of our debt to him. And anyway, all we could ever offer him is his already.
Of course, this principle is at the heart of the gospel of grace. Even when we have become Christians, we can’t boast and claim to have ‘done God a favour’! When the disciples pointed out to Jesus how much they had given us to follow him in Mark 10:28-30 he pointed out that the blessings we receive as Christians reimburse anything we might have given up one hundred fold!

Stewardship inspires giving. And when we see that it’s God’s money – when we see that we only have two pennies to rub together by his grace; When we understand the principle of Stewardship – that we are simply looking after God’s funds for him then we’ll drop the “It’s my money – I’ve earned it!” attitude like a hot potato. A right understanding of Stewardship will inevitably produce a humble, godly thankfulness.

Following the model of our King Jesus, God wants us to use all our money to his glory (and not just our money of course, but our time and energy too!). Well, now we understand why God’s demand is entirely reasonable: It’s actually all his money anyway. So what can we actually do to use this money God has entrusted to us to his glory? Well wouldn’t giving money to fund God’s work be the most obvious thing to do? That’s certainly what David found. It’s clear from verses 17-19 that David’s and his people’s giving had been motivated by their understanding of Stewardship:

‘I know, my God, that you test the heart and have pleasure in uprightness. In the uprightness of my heart I have freely offered all these things, and now I have seen your people, who are present here, offering freely and joyously to you. O LORD, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, our fathers, keep forever such purposes and thoughts in the hearts of your people, and direct their hearts toward you. Grant to Solomon my son a whole heart that he may keep your commandments, your testimonies, and your statutes, performing all, and that he may build the palace for which I have made provision.’
David highlights three characteristics of giving that is motivated by the principle of Stewardship:

Open-handed giving. Understanding that all that we have has come to us from God in the first place motivates people to give with ‘integrity’ and ‘with honest intent’. That is, to give out of thankfulness, not expecting something in return.

Joyful giving. Knowing that the money you’re giving isn’t yours anyway motivates people to give ‘willingly’ and ‘with joy’! Let’s face it, it’s a lot less painful to give something away when you know it isn’t your anyway!

Devoted giving. When we realise that all wealth is God’s wealth and that he has graciously entrusted it to us, I hope that will inspire us to love God. And if we love God, we will want to use our money and give our money to God’s glory! David understands this so he prays that his people and his son will continue to be devoted to the Lord in verse 18 and 19.
If we are to be open-handed, joyful and devoted givers, we need to understand this ‘Stewardship’ principle. But to really appreciate the wonder of God’s gracious provision,  we need to appreciate God’s grace as seen supremely in Jesus Christ. 
Now, let’s go back to the practicalities: David has shown us that a proper grasp of Stewardship will inspire us to give money back to God. And if we’ve really understood Stewardship, here are two more consequences for us: Two questions which we won’t be asking anymore: They are: 1. “Am I getting my money’s worth?” and 2. “How much should I give?”

Am I getting my money’s worth?

I mentioned at the start that one of the manifestations of the “It’s my money I earned it” attitude is us wanting to be sure we’re getting our money’s worth out of our giving. Money is power in solid form – we’re used to using it to get what we want and do what we want and go where we want. We like this power, and the danger is that we want to use the power money gives us even when we’re giving it away: There’s a danger, isn’t there, of thinking that if we’ve given generously, we ought to have more of a say in how the money’s used as if we’re shareholders. But just compare this with David’s attitude in v14.
David has no hesitation in equating himself with his people. If you compare verses 3-5 with v erse7, you’ll see that David gave almost as much gold and silver out of his personal funds as all the leaders of Israel put together! But because he knows that his money is God’s money just as much as everyone else’s, he demands no special recognition.

Furthermore, David gave even though he knew he’d never even benefit from his giving – he knew all along (verse 19) that it was to be Solomon’s Temple, not David’s Temple! “Am I getting my money’s worth?” couldn’t have been further from King David’s mind when put his hand in his pocket! Once, it’s given, it’s given. Remember the Stewardship principle: It wasn’t ours when we had it – so it certainly isn’t ours once we’ve given it away! If we understand Stewardship, we won’t even ask, “Am I getting my money’s worth?” in my giving. Instead we’ll ask, “Is God getting his money’s worth?” Am I spending his money in appropriate ways?

Now I need to say at this point that God gives us money for our enjoyment. That’s what Paul says in 1 Timothy 6:17. So there’s no need to feel guilty every time you go to the cinema or enjoy a bottle of wine. There is no need to feel guilty about keeping some of God’s money to spend money on yourself – that is what God’s given it to you for! You can glorify God by spending money on yourself!

However, the question must be, “Am I spending my money in such a way as to enjoy myself and glorify God?” So, for example, it would be a misuse of God’s money to spend it on things that don’t help you be godly. (And, by the way, relaxing does help you to be godly!) Also, it would, of course, be a misuse of God’s money to spend it on things that actively dishonour God. Next time you hold a tenner in your hand, ask yourself, “How am I going to spend this in a way which brings glory to God?”

How much should I give?

If we really understand Stewardship, we won’t ask “How much should I give?”. You see, the implication of that question is that when we give, it’s as if we’re “tipping God”! It’s as if we are graciously giving him something! As if we generously and condescendingly give God a proportion of our money – it’s really very kind of us! Like tipping a waiter. But that’s completely upside down, isn’t it?! We’re not giving God our money, we’re giving him his!

Don’t ask, “How much should I give? 10%? 23.3%?” No, ask this question: “How much should I keep?” That’s the right way round, isn’t it? And don’t the figures look different –  “should I keep 90%? …76.7%?” Now, of course, God does in fact allow us to keep most of it for our own enjoyment (1 Timothy 6:17 again) but the question must be, how much of the money I’ve been given by God do I need to keep and spend on myself?

You see there are two ways for us to glorify God with our money – The first is to keep it to spend on ourselves – to his glory. The second is to give it away to gospel work – to his glory. And each one of us will need to decide for ourselves the appropriate balance between those two. But whether we give it or keep it – each penny belongs to God and has been given to us to be used for God’s glory.
Don’t ask, “How much should I give?” … …ask, “How much should I keep?” here is an example of a Christian who really understood the Stewardship principle. Perhaps this will help you as you consider how the principle of Stewardship might apply to your own situation.
When John Wesley (a famous 18th Century Christian preacher) first started in ministry, he earned £40 per annum (that’s slightly less than I do!). Of that £44, he gave away, £4. He had calculated that he needed £40 to live on. He earned £44, so he kept £40, and gave £4. Later in John Welsey’s ministry, as he became more famous, his income increased, largely through sales of books he wrote. There were times when he was earning over £2000 a year! But for his whole life, John Wesley continued to live on £40 a year. When he earned £2 000, he kept £40, and gave £1960.

1 Chronicles 29:20-22
‘Cheerful giver? Come off it!’
in this section we’ll be moving on from 1 Chronicles 29 and into the New Testament, specifically, to Paul’s second letter to the Corinthians. And it’s in 2 Corinthians 9:7 that Paul uttered those famous words, ‘God loves a cheerful giver.’ In fact, the Greek word he used is the word we get ‘hilarious’ from – “God loves an hilarious giver”!

There’s a story about a Dad who was keen to teach his son the importance of giving. He drummed into him how God wants us to give generously; and how it’s all God’s money anyway; and how important it is to support gospel ministry. His son seemed to be getting the message, so the next Sunday morning, Dad gave him a £5 note and a 50p piece. “One of those is for the collection, and one is for your pocket money. I’m going to leave it up to you which is which.” This Dad had confidence in his son! After the service, he asked him which he had kept, and which he had given. The boy looked a bit embarrassed and his Dad’s heart sank. “I decided to keep the fiver Dad.” he said. “But why? What about all those Bible studies we did on giving?” “Well, I remembered that it said ‘God loves a cheerful giver’ and I knew I wouldn’t be very cheerful if I gave away £5 and only had 50p pocket money!” 

Let’s face it:  What on earth is so blooming wonderful about giving your money away?! Well, look at 1 Chronicles 29:20: ‘Then David said to all the assembly, "Bless the LORD your God." And all the assembly blessed the LORD, the God of their fathers, and bowed their heads and paid homage to the LORD and to the king’.  First, we’re going to see that Giving generates joy. And then were going to turn to 2 Corinthians and see that joy generates giving! 

Giving generates joy (1 Chronicles 29:20-22)

The Chronicler appreciated the vital importance of food! In the books of 1 and 2 Chronicles, every time something great happens, he always makes a big thing of God’s people’s praising and celebrating, and especially of their feasting. And that’s what we see here after all this money has been given for the building of the Temple, look at verse 20-22:
‘Then David said to all the assembly, "Bless the LORD your God." And all the assembly blessed the LORD, the God of their fathers, and bowed their heads and paid homage to the LORD and to the king. And they offered sacrifices to the LORD, and on the next day offered burnt offerings to the LORD, 1,000 bulls, 1,000 rams, and 1,000 lambs, with their drink offerings, and sacrifices in abundance for all Israel, and they ate and drank before the LORD on that day with great gladness.’
It’s a party and everyone’s happy. God’s People Rejoice. God’s king rejoices because God’s people have given willingly. Everybody’s happy! Generous giving gives joy to God’s people; and generous giving gives joy to God’s King – in this case King David; and, of course in our case, King Jesus. So God’s people’s giving makes God and his people joyful!

But that’s not quite the same as being a cheerful giver! So let’s turn on to 2 Corinthians 8 (p1162). We’ve seen that Giving generates joy, now we’ll see that it works the other way around too
Joy generates giving (2 Corinthians 8:1-7)

This chapter is related to a financial collection that Paul organised from the Gentile churches to help out their Christian brothers and sisters in Judea. Verses 1-7 say:
‘We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God that has been given among the churches of Macedonia, for in a severe test of affliction, their abundance of joy and their extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part. For they gave according to their means, as I can testify, and beyond their means, of their own free will, begging us earnestly for the favour of taking part in the relief of the saints – and this, not as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then by the will of God to us. Accordingly, we urged Titus that as he had started, so he should complete among you this act of grace. But as you excel in everything – in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in all earnestness, and in our love for you – see that you excel in this act of grace also.’
Paul wants the Corinthian Christians to know about the effect that God’s grace has had on their Macedonian brothers. The effect of the gospel among them has been ‘overflowing joy’ to such an extent that (despite their ‘extreme poverty’) they are richly generous. Just look at verse 4. They’re desperate to give! In fact they’ve been so totally over the top and extravagant that Paul seems to have had to restrain their generosity! They were urgently pleading with him to let them give more but he had to refuse it. Notice there that you can overdo giving, by the way. It is possible to give too much. If you’re in debt, for example, you probably oughtn’t to be giving too much – it’s more important that you get yourself out of debt.
But the Macedonians are generous to the point of irresponsibility! I fear there probably aren’t too many of us in danger of that! If you look at verse 5, you’ll see that their motivation is their understanding of stewardship. And, from our study of 1 Chronicles 29, that’s just what we’d expect, isn’t it. The Macedonian Christians understood that everything they had had been given to them by God. So their natural response was to give themselves first to the Lord. Paul wants the Corinthians to learn this too, so we read in verse 6 that he’s sent Titus to Corinth to encourage the Corinthians to follow the Macedonians’ example.
But what on earth was it that had got the Macedonians so joyful in the first place? What could produce such joy in the Corinthians that they would give so generously and cheerfully? For that matter, what can produce such joy in us that we will give so generously and cheerfully?
Giving as God gives (2 Corinthians 8:8-9)

Look at verses 8-9:

‘I say this not as a command, but to prove by the earnestness of others that your love also is genuine. For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that thought he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich.’

Paul isn’t ordering the Corinthians to give. That won’t work and anyway, God wants people to give voluntarily. No, Paul doesn’t command them to give because he wants to test the sincerity of the Corinthians’ love. You see, if they truly love Jesus – if they truly understand the grace that he has shown them – this will be evident in their giving.

We saw in 1 Chronicles 29 that King David was Israel’s example of giving. Well, King Jesus is the Christian’s example. If we truly love Jesus then how can we do anything but follow his example? If the thought of God’s grace to you in Jesus gives you joy then why not demonstrate the sincerity of your love by giving – even as he has given to us. If our model of giving is Jesus, we should give as he gave: We should give deliberately; sacrificially; graciously; and cheerfully! 
Deliberately 

It was clear in the Garden of Gethsemane that dying on a Roman Cross wasn’t exactly top of Jesus’ list of ‘fun-things-to-do-on-a-Friday-afternoon’! And yet he deliberately set his face to go to Jerusalem to suffer and to die. Now, if we’re honest, none of us naturally (that is, in our sinful nature) really want to give our money away, do we? Yet if we’re to give as God gave, we will do so deliberately and systematically.  That means we will plan our giving; and we will make sure it actually happens! 
Sacrificially

To put it mildly, giving hurt Jesus, so we ought to feel it pinch too! In his book Mere Christianity, C.S. Lewis wrote this: ‘If our expenditure on comforts, luxuries, amusements, etc., is up to the standard common among those with the same income as our own, we are probably giving away too little. If our charities do not pinch or hamper us, I should say they are too small.  There ought to be things we should like to do and cannot do because our charitable expenditure excludes them.’
Graciously 

As we’ve seen, Jesus’ giving of himself was the epitome of God’s grace –  the ultimate case of an utterly undeserved gift. God didn’t give us Jesus because we deserved him, or because he owed us anything! We are forever in God’s debt – but he didn’t give us his Son just so that he’d have something over us. To give as God gives is to give ‘open-handedly’ – not even thinking about what we might get in return. Having said that, there are of course, all sorts of returns for our giving mentioned (in passing) in 2 Corinthians – there’s other Christians’ joy (as we saw in 1 Chronicles 29), there’s prayer; and all sorts of other spiritual blessings. That’s because God’s gracious giving doesn’t stop – he doesn’t ‘repay’ us as we give, he just showers even more of his grace upon us! To give as God gives is to give graciously.

Cheerfully 

God delights to bless us with his grace! And if we know God and love him, we will delight to give money to his glory! Giving generates joy because God is just so flipping marvellous! Someone has said, “Anyone who says money can’t buy happiness doesn’t know where to shop!” I think Paul would agree with that, wouldn’t he? But, if you still think the place to shop for happiness is more likely to be found in the Trafford Centre, if the thought of God’s grace for you in Jesus doesn’t give you inexpressible joy then I presume you wouldn’t call yourself a Christian! And if you’re not a Christian, you can’t be expected to give to God’s work. Not generously and cheerfully, anyway! God doesn’t want our money, if our hearts are far from him!

Giving as God gives won’t is utterly counter-cultural, especially when it comes to money. Money is solid power:  We have money to enable us to do and have what we want. We spend it for our own sakes and to our own benefit. But giving goes completely against that. It disarms the power of money – it dethrones Mammon. It’s about giving up our power and being selfless in a selfish world.

Please bear this in mind if you’re a Christian in an otherwise non-Christian family. If you’re dependent on non-Christian parents, please be aware that they may not understand why you want to give away your money or allowance – and you must respect them. If you’re a parent, on the other hand, non-Christian children and other dependents may resent you giving. And non-Christian husbands and wives may be angry at the idea (especially if they’re the breadwinner). If your family situation makes it spiritually counterproductive to give as God gives, don’t beat yourself up about it. Remember, there are other ways to use your money to God’s glory, and there are other things you can give as well as money.
Postscript: God’s ‘financial naivety’ explained 

But just to finish I thought I’d better come back to what I said earlier about God being ‘financially naïve’. Do you remember his top three daft financial strategies?  Number 1: He entrusts all his money to sinful human beings who use it against him! Number 2: He requests voluntary giving from his people even though it’s the least efficient way of extracting money from sinful human beings! Number 3: He leaves the amount we give up to us which isn’t likely to be at the core of Gordon Brown’s next budget!

But I hope that you’ll have begun to see that God’s financial strategy isn’t so naïve after all…

He entrusts all his money to sinful human beings. in fact he also gives us everything else in his world! But he doesn’t even stop there! Because above all else, God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son! or as Paul puts it in 2 Corinthians 9:15, ‘his indescribable gift’! He’s up to something…

He requests voluntary giving from his people. In other words, he asks us to give as he gives! Grace for grace – God gives graciously, so we will be inspired to too! God knows what a good thing we’re on to, even if we don’t! That’s why he is completely confident that if we truly understand the grace he’s shown us in Jesus, we will respond by giving back generously to him!

That’s why he risks putting all his worldly wealth in our hands and leaving it up to us what to do with it! Giving as God gives – deliberately, sacrificially, graciously and cheerfully – is (for materialistic human beings) the most profound proof of our love for him.
And that is why He leaves the amount up to us. If you remember, we saw that God commanded his people under the Old Covenant to pay a tithe-tax of 23.3%. Within the system of Israelite society, that was a just and fair way of funding God’s work. But the ancient Israelites’ giving didn’t stop there! On top of that 23.3% were the unlimited ‘firstfruits offerings’ (Numbers 18); …plus all sorts of occasional ‘freewill offerings’. And (when they were on form) the people of Israel were nearly as irresponsibly generous as the Macedonian Christians!  (Look up Exodus 36:2-7 to see one example).
Now if the Old Covenant people of God felt inspired to give generously and willingly, how much more should we! Just think how much more God has done for us! No more messy, bloody sacrifices; no more having to do everything at the Temple; no more priests and curtains between us and God; no more circumcision; no more food laws; no more of this old religion – we have a relationship with Jesus! We have his one, perfect, sufficient sacrifice for all! We have total and true forgiveness of our sins! We have access into the very heavenly throne room of the Lord! We have the Holy Spirit and the law written on our hearts! We have the certain hope of eternity in his heaven!

Why does God leave the amount we give up to us? Because he wants us to give as he gives. When God sent Jesus, did he sit down and calculate how much of his love he wanted to pour on us? – 10%, 23.3% (if we’re lucky)? God’s blessings don’t come with a percentage limit!  His love isn’t calculated!  It’s spontaneous; it’s joyful; it’s exuberant! So give as God gives!

Do you see now why God’s no financial fool, after all? He knows what a wonderful thing he’s given us in the gospel of Jesus Christ. He knows that a genuinely grateful Christian will want to use all his money to God’s glory. He knows that a truly thankful Christian will be generous! He knows that a Christian who truly loves Jesus will most certainly be a cheerful giver.
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